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also...probably a very, very key thing that these amendments do
is that i is a significant impact on the fiscal note . They
l imi t pa r t i c i p at i on i n t h i s i n s t i t u t i on t o 200 r i s i ng seni o r s ,
rising senior heing those who have, I believe, completed their
junior year i n hi g h sc hool an d ar e prepared to enter their
senior year. A n d a lso indicates that the academy will b e he ld
at any p ublic, private institution of higher education. The
intent of the bill is to establish an academy. I t is called the
Unicamera l Sc h o l a r s Ac a d emy w h i c h wi l l be an i ns t i t ut i on he l d
every summer. It wi , .l draw from the student body of the State
of Nebraska the 200 students who the advisory board screens a nd
feels are the most capa ble, mo st gifted students within our
state. The intent of the bill.. .and Senator McFarland will get
into this i n much greater detail, the intent of the bill zs to
focus on gifted education in our state and p ovide our very most
capable students with increased ch allenges t o better prepare
them to adv ance in the academic world. I would urge you to
adopt the...I guess one final comment, Senator McFarland, again,
wil l get i n t o t h i s i n mo r e d et a i l , b y l i mi t i ng t he st u den t s t o
200, the fis cal n o t e th at you see in your book, which has a
roughly two and a th i r d million d o llar i mpact i s reduced
c onsid e r a b l y . I b e l i ev e t he r e wi l l be an A b i l l f ol l owi ng t h i s ,
again, Senator Mc Farland wi ll get int o this, appropriating
$133,000 as opposed to the e x i sting two and a half million
dollars. With that brief explanaticn, I would move the adoption
of the committee amendments.

PRESIDENT: Mr. Cl erk, I beli eve we have amendments to the
committee amendments.

CLERK: Mr . President, Senator McFarland would move to amend the
committee amendments. (See McFarlard amendment on pages 421-22
o f t h e Leg i s l at i v e J ou r n a l . )

PRESIDENT: S e nator McFarland, please.

SENATOR M c FARLAND: Th ank you, Mr. President. F ellow senators,
in the committee amendments the criteria for selection to th i s
program are given an d I want to add some additional criteria.
So on page 4 where we talk about criteria, t he amendments, i f
adopted, that I prop ose, wo uld read th a t the criteria for
admission to the academy, wh;ch shall include but not be limited
to consideration, and then you would insert " cons i d e r a t i on of
high school gr ades, cl ass standing, standardized test scores,
written essays, letters of recommendation, leadership roles and
involvement in extracurricular and community activities. Gra des
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